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for his bravery in carrying an expedl-
tion *farthest north.”

Among the other speakers of the
evening, all of whom spoke along the
lines of geographic research or the
country’s waterways, were Representa-
tive Theodore Barton; Harvey D.
Goulder, of Cleveland; Represtenta-
tive J. Hampton Moore of Philadelphia
and Dr. J. H. McGee, secretary of the
Inland Waterways Commission.

Willis L. Moore, president of the so-
ciety, presided, and In the absencu of
Senator Albert J. Beveridge, himself de-
livered a short toast upon “The Ameri-
can Foresis.”

Vice President Fairbanks opened his
presentation speech by referring to the
fact that Captain Amundsen had ac-
ocmplished the duval feat of discovering
the Northwest Psssage, and also lo-
cating the magn North Poile.

The Vice President then pald tribute
to the Norsemen as explorers and citi-
zens, and expressed satisfaction that
America contained so many of his coun-
trymen.

Captain Amundsen’s Reply.

with

Captain Amundsen replled a
short speech of thanks, saying:

“1 am highly and justly proud of the
very high distinction the society has
conferred upon me in bestowing this
gold medal, as I recelve it from the
hands of the Vice President of this
great republic. am none the less
grateful for the honor the soclety con-

fers in electing me an honorary mem-
ber. For this token of distinction I
would express my deep and sincere

gratitude. I am glad to say that I do
not have to look far to see one of the
most excellent Arctic explorers in the
I'nited States—in fact, the most «zperi-

4 Arctic traveler of them all—Com-
mander Peary. Again I thank you from
the hottom of my heart, and wish thie
gociety every success !n its great work.”

Captain Amundsen was followed by
Ambassador Jusserapd In an earnest
and entertaining toast to "“The North-
men’'s Travellngs,’” who reviewed the
explorations of the French and Nor-
weglans for centuries back.

Bryce Lauds Explorers.

He was followed in turn by Ambassa-
dor James Bryce, who was assigned
“Geography” as a subject. The am-
bassador professed his liking for the
study, in fact sald that he had some-
times thought he should have been an
explorer rather than becoming interest-
ed in politics or history. He said he heart-
{ly advocated the course taken by Pres-
ident velt to conserve the forests
and mineral resources of the country.

er

The other speakers devoted their ad-
dresses mainly to the waterways of the
United States and the necessity for
their improvement &8 a rel for the
present transportation troubles. Repre-
d ive Burton spoke upon .:: X
Father ¢f Waters;” Harvey D. Goulder
on **The Five Island Seas,™ and J.
Hampton Moore upon “The Arteries to
the Atlantic,” reminding his hearers

that al]l the rivers were not in the West.
Dr. J. W. McGee delivered an Im-
promptu toast to the value of water
and waterways to the country at l‘x!:gn,
'he banquet came to a close a few
minutes before midnight.
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